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which the house-owner's wife pierces the skull with a spear,
but if she be pregnant this must be done by a man. The skull
is then placed on one of the posts of the platform in front of
the house till the Khuangchoi has been performed.

On the occasion of the first death occurring in a new village a
spot is selected beyond the line of houses, and the corpse is
buried there, subsequent interments being made close at hand,
It is considered " thianglo " to bury in a village. A well-to-do
Khelte after death is dressed in his best, and seated with his,
back to the partition wall while his relatives and friends drink
and dance before him. A bier is made by elderly persons, and
on this the corpse is placed in a sitting position, with his
weapons in his hands, and three times lifted by old men and
women up to the rafters, while drums and gongs are beaten,
after which the body is carried out to the graveyard.

The birth customs generally resemble those of the Lushais.
The             This is a clan of some importance still.    There are eleven

"Vuite villages, numbering 877 houses, in the south-west corner
of the Manipur State and two in the adjoining portions of the
Lushai Hills. When we occupied the Hills we found many
of this clan living in a species of slavery in the villages of
important Sailo chiefs. They have mostly rejoined their
clansmen, from whom they had been carried off as prisoners of
war.

The clan is generally known to the Lushais as Paihte, but
Vuite is the term more commonly used by its members and in
Manipur. Vuitea and Paihtea were the sons of of Lamleia,
who was hatched out of an egg. There were two eggs, and
Aichhana, a Thado, tasted one, and, finding it bitter, threw it
away and put the other among the rice in the bin, and in due
time Lamleia was hatched out, and the present Vuite chiefs
claim to be his direct descendants, enumerating seventeen
generations. The Thado version of this story is that Dongel,
Thado's elder brother, had incestuous intercourse with his elder
sister, and on a male child being born their mother was so-
ashamed that she hid the child in a hollow tree, thinking it
would die, but when she found it was alive after several days
she brought it into the house and concealed it in the paddy bin,
and produced it a few days later, saying that she had found two